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pose for which they were erected; and there was no more justification
for treating them as antiquarian relics or picturesque ruins than
there would be in the parallel cases of, say, Westminster Abbey or
Windsor Castle. Indeed, as far as the great Mughal monuments
of the North were concerned, the justification was far greater, since
Mughal decorative art rarely consists of anything but a repetition
of geometric or simple floral patterns admitting of little individuality
of treatment, and the traditional spirit of this art, as well as the old
methods of technique, are still kept alive by the lineal descendants
of the original craftsmen. With these reservations, however,
demanded by the particular conditions prevailing in India, the
object which Lord Curzon set before himself, and which the
Archaeological Department has always sedulously pursued, was not
to reproduce what was defaced or destroyed, but to save what was
left from further injury or decay and to preserve it as a national
heirloom for posterity.

In less than six years after Lord Curzon's departure an abor-
tive attempt was made to decentralize most of the scientific De-
partments, including, among others, the Archaeological, Forest and
Agricultural. So far as the Archaeological was concerned, the pro-
posal was promptly negatived by the Secretary of State. But it had
at least one good result, for it evoked a storm of protest in India
and England and showed us what a valuable ally we had in public
opinion. Not only did the newspapers in both countries unani-
mously condemn the proposal, but memorials against it were
addressed to the Secretary of State by all the leading universities
and learned societies of England; and in India there was not, so far
as I know, a single Local Government in favour of it. Foremost
among those to denounce the idea of decentralization were Lord
Curzon and Lord Minto, who had but recently retired from the
viceroyalty. The strong support which the latter gave at this June-